
ABOUT THE UCR 
SCHOOL OF PUBLIC POLICY

• One of four public policy schools in the UC system.
• Emphasis on applying innovative policy solutions 

from around the world to solving local and regional 
policy challenges 

• Emphasis on regional policy-making – most press-
ing policy problems are regional in nature and cut 
across traditional administrative boundaries like 
cities, counties, states/provinces and even countries

UC RIVERSIDE AT A GLANCE

• One of 10 campuses in the prestigious University of 
California (UC) system

• Included in The Princeton Review’s “The Best 382 
Colleges” (August 2018)

• Ranked among the top 151 institutions in Shanghai 
Jiao Tong University’s Academic Ranking of World 
Universities (August 2017)

• Ranked among the Top 15 Public Research Universi-
ties in the nation by Washington Monthly (2017)

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  C A L I F O R N I A ,  R I V E R S I D E

SCHOOL OF PUBLIC POLICY

For more information please contact:
Jolene Sedita

Student Affairs Officer
jolene.sedita@ucr.edu

(951) 827-2334

  ucr.spp              @ucrspp            @ucr_spp           UCR_SPP

Become an MVP with an MPP

spp.ucr.edu

Graduate Preparation Program
IN PUBLIC POLICY AND LEADERSHIP



About the GPP-PPL
The UC Riverside School of Public Policy’s Graduate Preparation Program in Public Policy 
and Leadership (GPP-PPL) will teach you how to solve real-world policy problems and 
prepare you for entry into the top public policy graduate programs in the U.S. as well as 
for leadership careers in local, state, and federal public agencies.

GETTING AN MPP DEGREE
Over the last decade, Master of Public 
Policy (MPP) programs have been grow-
ing in popularity in the U.S. They are:
• Highly interdisciplinary in scope
• Focused more on solving policy 

problems in comparison to a 
Master of Public Administration 
(MPA) program

• Geared towards preparing you for 
careers in:
• Local, state, and federal 

government public agencies
• Non-profit organizations and 

NGOs
• For-profit companies that 

deal with public agencies and 
governments

UCR Master of 
Public Policy Program
After completing your 3 + 1, you can decide 
to pursue the Master of Public Policy (MPP) 
program at the UCR School of Public Policy 
which you can complete in one year (instead 
of two years). Through the program, you 
will benefit from:
• Taking classes such as:

• “State Governments as Laborato-
ries of Change”

• “Public Leadership and Manage-
ment”

• Attending seminars by eminent U.S. 
and California policymakers. Past guest 
speakers have included:

• Robert Reich (Former U.S. Labor 
Secretary)

• Raymond Orbach (Former Under 
Secretary, U.S. Dept. of Science)

• Anthony Rendon (Speaker of the 
California State Assembly)

• Undertaking a required internship, 
which will expose you to how policy 
analysis is applied in real-world settings 
in a variety of sectors such as energy, 
environment, health, law enforcement, 
and transportation.

Complete first 3 years 
of study at your home 
university

Undertake 1 year at UCR 
(36 credits), which in-
cludes graduate courses 
and a capstone project 
from your home university

Undertake any of the following 
options:
1) UCR Master of Public Policy 
program*,
2) MPP program at another 
university, or
3) One year of O.P.T. in the U.S.
* Can be completed in 1 year 
instead of 2 years

3 1 X+ +
PROGRAM STRUCTURE Benefits of the GPP-PPL 

• Receive a transcript from one of the 
best public university systems in the 
U.S., the University of California (UC)

• Get recommendation letters from 
renowned professors

• Earn a bachelor’s degree from your 
home university and an advanced 
certificate in Public Policy and Lead-
ership 

• Immerse yourself in cultural and edu-
cational experiences in the U.S.

Faculty 

You will be taught by an interdisciplin-
ary team of internationally-renowned 
professors from diverse disciplinary 
backgrounds, including Economics, 
Environmental Sciences, Geography, 
History, Political Science, and Sociol-
ogy. Additionally, you will learn from 
instructors with real-world policy 
experience who have worked as senior 
officials or consultants to international 
and federal policy agencies, state gov-
ernments, and local governments.

Interact with retired Mayor of Riverside, Professor 
Ron Loveridge

Learn from world-class faculty at the 
UCR School of Public Policy


